ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
October 16, 2022
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

Life demands persistence.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP   
LEADER:  Come once more to learn of our God,
              whose testimonies are righteous and faithful.

PEOPLE: We are gathered to hear what God would say to us
              to catch the vision God places before humankind.
LEADER:  Turn away from those who teach what you want to
              hear and listen instead for the truth of God.

PEOPLE: We turn to the scriptures God inspired, 
              that we may be equipped for every good work.

LEADER:  Be persistent in your quest for God’s precepts
              and in your cries for help when God seems silent.
UNISON: We seek to live by faith and hope and to fulfill the
              ministry to which God calls us.
OPENING HYMN                                                      #188 Red            

“Holy Spirit, Truth Divine”
CALL TO CONFESSION 
     Some fall away and abandon the teachings of God; others of us only deceive ourselves, thinking we are righteous and good.  During these moments God is helping us to look closely at ourselves.  Let us confess our sinfulness.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Too often, Lord, we walk by fear rather than by faith.
We slink backward instead of marching forward.  We pray with doubt rather than with trust.  We live by feelings rather than by knowledge.  We don’t feel Your presence and think You have left.  We don’t receive answers and assume You don’t care.  
Forgive our lack of trust, our crisis of confidence, and our timidity; and by the power of Your Holy Spirit give us a holy boldness.

 A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     No wound is too deep to be healed; no sin is too grave to be forgiven; no stain is too dark to be washed clean.  Believe God’s promises and go forth in peace.
ANTHEM                                                            Chancel Choir
“The Heart Of A Child”
HOLY SCRIPTURES                  
     Psalm 119:97-112 
     Luke 17:20-18:1-8
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME
SERMON                        “Persistence”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                                                                                                                                   

“Standing On The Promises”
*UNNISON BENEDICTION
     Holy One, we lift our eyes to You in hope and awe.  Grant that we may reject all apathy of spirit, all impatience and anxiety, so that, with the persistence of the widow, we may lift our voice again and again to seek Your justice.  AMEN
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
