ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHRISTMAS EVE
December 24, 2022
6:30 p.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

He did it for love.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised.  You welcome us when no one else has a place for us.  Your gifts reach us amid life’s deepest shadows, and Your light shows us new paths.  Free our voices to sing with angels and our feet to run with shepherds.  Open our hearts to ponder great mysteries, and our mouths to glorify You.  Make us zealous.  AMEN.
PRELUDE   
 
Played by Tommy Morris
RESPONSIVE LITANY: LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Leader: Tonight we re-light the Advent candles to remember the light

              has come into the world.
 People: We light the Christ candle to celebrate the Good News

               that the Messiah is come!  As this flame burns tonight

               let us rejoice with the shepherds of old who, while

               tending their flocks by night on the hills of Bethlehem,

               heard the angel say that “Good News” has come for all

               people.!
BELL CHOIR                 “What Child Is This”                                                            

“Carol Of The Bells”
HOLY SCRIPTURES         Luke 2:1-7 Pew Bible page
HYMN                     “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”               #108 Red
Verses 1, 3 & 4 only
HOLY SCRIPTURES         Luke 2:8-20 Pew Bible page
HYMN        “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”         #106 Red
Verses 1-4 & 6 only

HOLY SCRIPTURES         Isaiah 9:6-7 Pew Bible page

HYMN                  “Hark, The Herald Angels Sing”              #102 Red
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                            ”A Messiah?”
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

(Front of the Black New Century hymnal)
INVITATION     “A” p.5
COMMUNION PRAYER    “A” p.6
SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING    “B” p.10
CANDLELIGHTING SERVICE

   The Pastor will light his candle, the ushers will light their candles from the pastor’s candle, the ushers will then light the candles of the worshippers.  Please dip only the unlit candle when lighting your candle from your neighbor’s.  This will minimize dripping wax.

*HYMN                    “Silent Night, Holy Night”                  #134 NCH
RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader: Advent is a time to proclaim.

People: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Leader: We proclaim a hope that is stronger than any trial.

People: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Leader: We proclaim a victory that is stronger than any defeat.

People: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Leader: We proclaim a peace that is stronger than any conflict.

People: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Leader: We proclaim a freedom that is stronger than any bondage.
Unison: Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

BELL CHOIR                 “Joy To The World”
CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #105 Red                                                                            

“Angels We Have Heard On High”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
