ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
December 4, 2022
8:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

Hope brings light into the darkest of places.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE                        “The First Noel”
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     God, whom we fear and in whom we hope, awaken all our senses to the meaning of Christ’s coming.  Baptize us with the Holy Spirit and with fire that we may be alert to opportunities for faithful witness and deeds of service.  We would welcome one another in this service of worship as Christ has welcomed us.  Grant us Your joy and peace as we learn and serve together.  AMEN.
RESPONSIVE CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY           
Leader:
Advent is a time to watch.
People:
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel,
Leader:
During Advent we watch for hope in the midst of despair.
People:
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel,
Leader:
During Advent we watch for forgiveness

in the midst of rebellion.

People:
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel
Leader:
During Advent we watch for peace in the midst of conflict.
People:
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel,
Leader:
During Advent we watch for  the presence of God

In the midst of a fallen world.
Unison:
We watch in hope for the Lord; O come, Emmanuel
OPENING HYMN                                                             #88 Red
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     We, who have neglected the instruction of the scriptures, are called to repent, for God’s realm is at hand.  How can we help to prepare the way if we are caught up in sin or fascinated by wickedness?  Let us confess all that isolates us from the source of life.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     O God, we wait patiently for the incarnation of Your Son, we confess that we are an impatient people indeed.  Just like the children among us, we can hardly stand to wait through the long days of Advent to see Your glory shining all around us.  Again and again we have strayed from the path  of righteousness.  Again and again You call us back with the patience of a long-suffering mother with her wayward children.
     Give us the will and the power to know that You are always faithful to Your promises and that You will come to us as You have promised.  Let us rejoice in Your hope.
UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                          
     The needy are delivered from their oppressors. The righteous flourish and peace abounds. Even now, God’s realm is among us, making all things new. We are freed to bear fruit befitting repentance. All praise to our God!
SPECIAL MUSIC      “Once In Royal David’s City”
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Isaiah 11:1-10 
     Romans 15:4-13 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                   “You Still Have Hope”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                               #91 Red                                                               

“Watchman, Tell Us Of The Night”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

Leader: May the God of Hope fill you

              with all joy and peace in believing.

People: By the power of the Holy Spirit may we abound in hope.

*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
