ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
February 26, 2023
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

“Lead me not into temptation…”
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME OF GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     Continue Your creation within and among us, Gracious God, as we gather to worship You. Breathe into us the breath of life, so we may discover anew Your empowering gifts. We want to use well the talents and resources You place in our hands, without coveting those beyond our reach. Open our eyes, attune our ears, and increase our awareness of Your presence with us, so we may be equipped to face temptation and trial. AMEN
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
We have entered into the season of Lent.

Sundays, however, are not a part of Lent.

People:  We have entered a wilderness time.

Yet this day of worship is an oasis in the desert.

Leader:
We are here to worship the God of all creation.

We gather to remember God’s revelation in Jesus.

People:
Today we revisit the garden of Eden.


We remember God’s overflowing generosity.

Leader:
We worship God, who gives us choices and limits.


Are we open to God’s counsel and instruction?
Unison:
Today we remember the temptations Jesus faced.

We want to learn to make good choices.
OPENING HYMN                                                               #346 Red      
“My God, Accept My Heart This Day”
SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION         

The Choir will sing through it one time then congregation

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     We confess, God of Eden, that Lent can make us very uncomfortable.  We live in a culture that invites us to worship success, and You call us to sacrifice.  We desire power, and You invite us to penitence and denial.  We dwell in a “feel-good” society, and You ask us to become aware of the sufferings of our sisters, and of the brokenness of our brothers.

     By Your mercy, restore us, God of Hope.  As we walk toward Jerusalem with Jesus, may we walk toward Your truth.  As we hear the hard words of sacrifice, may we hear the Spirit helping us to say, “No,” to all that would distract us from discipleship.

As we witness the suffering of our Lord, may we speak Christ’s good news to all who are without hope and life in our world. 
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
SUNG ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
The Choir will sing through it one time then congregation

ANTHEM                 “Anthem For Communion”
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7

     Matthew 4:1-11 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                       “Small Compromises”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION
Behold the Christ, in whom we have become a new creation, in whom God is reconciling the world.  Blessed are those called to the banquet of the Lamb.

COMMUNION PRAYER   “A” p. 17

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING THE ELEMENTS

*UNISON PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   “B” p.20 
*CLOSING HYMN           
“I Am Thine, O Lord”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader:
Let the worship of God be a part of all you do.


Serve with praise and joy every day this week.

People:  God alone is the One we will worship.


We will not put our God to the test.

Leader:
Know that it is not easy to keep our focus on God.


Many distractions will vie for your attention.

People:
We pray that God will be present amid temptations.


We seek strength and courage to be faithful.

Leader:
Be open each day to God’s counsel and instruction.


Learn from Christ to make difficult choices.
Unison:
God sends us out into the wilderness.


But we know the oasis is here to refresh us.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
