ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 19, 2023
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

The whole purpose of religion

 is to connect people with one another and with God.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME OF GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     Holy God, we sense Your involvement in our lives. Like a shepherd, You watch over us and provide abundantly beyond our needs. You lead us in right paths when we are tempted to go astray. You refresh us with living water that overflows with Your generosity. Let Your light shine on us now to reveal truth we have not seen and open our eyes to possibilities we may not have realized. May we be receptive to learn from You and from one another. AMEN
PRELUDE                “Be Thou My Vision” 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
God summons us to wake up and see.

Light has come to lead us to all that is good.

People:
Our eyes have been opened to God’s goodness.

We seek to live as children of light.
Leader:
God sees beyond our outward appearance.

God knows the intent of our hearts.
People:
We are here to find out what is pleasing to God.

We want to know what is right and true.
Leader:
God listens to all who worship sincerely.

Praise God with openness and obedience.
Unison:
We seek to know and follow God’s will.

This is a day to do the works of God.
OPENING HYMN                                                             #547 NCH
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet The Sound”
SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION         

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Great Shepherd, we thank You for finding us and bringing us to this time of prayer. We have wandered far from paths of integrity, justice, and peace that You have set before us. We are ashamed of some things we do when we think no one will find out. We are quick to judge others and to excuse ourselves. We want to decide who is acceptable to You and who is not. Surely, we persuade ourselves, You prefer people like us and not those who appear, believe, or act differently. Even as we say those words, we know we are not in tune with Your way. Forgive us, we pray, and help us to change.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
SUNG ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
ANTHEM                  “Open The Eyes Of My Heart Lord”
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     John 9:1-41 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                           “Spiritual Blindness”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader:
Go forth into the world as children of light.

Go in Christ to do what is pleasing to God.
People:
As light bearers, we have good news to share;

we carry Christ’s healing presence wherever we go.
Leader:
We will expose and oppose evil in all its forms;

we will challenge the forces of darkness.
Unison:
In hope and confidence, we face down life’s enemies;

God’s protection and care go with us always.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #77 NCH                                                               

“Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
