ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
March 26, 2023
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

God keeps giving His people hope.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME OF GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     O God, help us to experience Your transcendent power in the midst of our own lives, bringing life out of death, hope out of despair, joy out of sorrow. Help us to find life and peace, even as this season moves us toward Calvary. AMEN
PRELUDE                 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
God calls us from the valley of dry bones.

Come, listen for a word from our God.
People:
We hear God calling us in a far distant voice.

We had nearly forgotten God’s care for us.
Leader:
The Spirit breathes life into our dry bones.

God offers hope when we have lost our way.
People:
Our souls wait for the refreshment God offers.

Our spirits are filled with great expectation.
Leader:
Christ came as light to all the world.

Christ comes among us today to light our way.
Unison:
We hear the teacher calling for us

Christ unbinds us that we may see and believe.
OPENING HYMN                                                             #423 NCH
“Great Is Your Faithfulness”
SUNG CALL TO CONFESSION         

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     Out of the depths we cry to You, O God. Hear our prayers, the confession of our neglect, the admission of our desire to rule in Your place. Like the house of Israel in Ezekiel’s time, we are cut off from communion with You. We are like dead people, going through the motions of living. We cry out for forgiveness and a new start. We long to know You and to live in reverence before You. By Your steadfast love, redeem us from our iniquities and raise us up to serve You.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
SUNG ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
BELL CHOIR ANTHEM            “Grace Medley”
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Ezekiel 37:1-14 
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                           “Because I Said I Would”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader:
By the hand of God, we are sent into the world;

go out to testify to God’s transforming spirit.
People:
Our bones were dried up and our hope was lost;

but God reconnected us when we felt cut off.
Leader:
Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life;

whoever trusts and follows Christ shall truly live.
Unison:
As Christ has set us free from our bondage,

we go out to unbind those living in death.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #123 Red                                                               

“As With Gladness Men Of Old”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
