ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST
January 8, 2023
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
WORDS TO PONDER

Our sins, though they are many, have been made as white as snow.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
The One who granted us the breath of life

    is present here to greet us.
People:
Praise God for the gift of life

and the linking of our lives with one another.

Leader:
God’s own Spirit rests upon us,

drawing us into the family of faith.

People:
We have been baptized into Christ

and share in the mission entrusted to Jesus.
Unison:
We come together, then, to remember Jesus’ baptism

and ponder its implications for us.
OPENING HYMN                                                                  #124 Red        
“Light Of The World, We Hail Thee”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     As we remember today the baptism of Jesus, we rejoice that we, too, have been baptized into the family of faith. Our lives have been committed to the way of Jesus. Yet, we have wandered from that way of life. Confession allows us to turn around and rediscover the paths God intends for us.

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     God of glory, we confess that our lives have not glorified You. God of justice, we admit our complicity with systems of injustice. God of light, we are aware of the shadows we create that keep others from seeing You. All-inclusive God, we repent of our narrow vision and our tendency to exclude. Purge us of the idols that keep us from full commitment to the way of Jesus.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     The prophets testify that all who believe in God’s messenger receive forgiveness of sins through His name. We believe that Jesus is that beloved messenger, with whom God is well pleased. Through this One on whom God’s Spirit was poured out, like a descending dove, we know ourselves to be beloved by God, forgiven and freed from the bonds of sin. All praise to our God!
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Isaiah 42:1-9

     Acts 10:34-43
     Matthew 3:13-17
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN

Leader: In the name of the One who is most Holy, we have come 

together to dedicate these children to the Creator’s care and blessing.  May the holiness of the Almighty rest in this place, bringing love and peace knowing no bounds.

Unison: We dedicate these children to You, Sustaining and 

Redeeming God.  May these children’s lives be dedicated to Your guidance.  May these children serve You in meaningful ways, as the great servants in times of old who heeded Your call.  In the name of the One whose voice calls all people.

Leader: These children are children of God, presented in the name of 

the Holy Spirit, dedicated to the Giver of life.

Unison: Thanks be to God for these precious gifts.

HYMN                 “A Little Child The Savior Came”             #332 Red
SERMON                         “Washed and Clean”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #203 CSH                                                               

“Are You Washed In The Blood?”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader: The One who granted us the breath of life
              has baptized us with water and the Spirit.

People: We are supported and strengthened by God’s love

              and by the family of faith of which we are a part.

Leader: Carry forward the mission that Christ entrusts to us.

Unison: In humility, and yet with confidence,

              we go out to witness to our faith.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
