ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 27, 2022
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

We have been called to walk in the light of the Lord.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     Unknown the day and unexpected the hour when Christ will come at last:
     Stir up within us the spirit of joyful expectation, that, leaving behind the night, we may run to greet Your day as it draws near, and gladly welcome Your Christ wherever He reveals Himself.  AMEN.
CHORAL ANTHEM   
 
“Will We Know Him”
ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY                     
Leader:
Advent is a time to wait.
People:
We wait in hope for the Lord;

   He is our help and our shield.
Leader:
During Advent we wait for light in the darkness.
People:
We wait in hope for the Lord;

He is our help and our shield.

Leader:
During Advent we wait for freedom from captivity.
People:
We wait in hope for the Lord;


He is our help and our shield.

Leader:
During Advent we wait for comfort in sorrow.

People:
We wait in hope for the Lord;


He is our help and our shield.

Leader:
During Advent we wait for power in weakness.
Unison:
We wait in hope for the Lord

He is our help and our shield.
OPENING HYMN                                                           #112 NCH
“Keep Awake, Be Always Ready”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     The holiest of seasons may be the hardest time to be a believer.  The clang of cash registers can silence the songs of the angels; the promotions of the stores can lure us from the promise of new birth.  Let us confess our need to become more and more like children in these days: hopeful, trusting, expectant.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     It is never easy to approach You with our confessions, God of Advent.  We know the way to the best bargains at the malls, but lose our way to You.  We are arrogant enough to believe that we are not the ones who have to worry when You come again.
     Help us to lay aside all our pride, our faults, and our sins so our emptiness might be filled with Your grace and hope.  Waken us to the bright dawn that is streaming over the horizon; alert us to the good we can do for others; ready us for the day that is coming when we will be reconciled to all people through the grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     God lifts the terrible burden of our sin so we can walk in newness of life.  Let us be alert and teachable as we dwell in God’s light!
HYMN               “Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying”            #96 Red
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Romans 13:11-14     
     Isaiah 2:1-5
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON              “Share God’s Hope and God’s Peace”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION

     Behold the Lord whose advent we await, who will come with glory on the day of judgment.  Blessed are those called to the banquet of the Lamb.

COMMUNION PRAYER    “A”  p.17
SHARING OF THE SACRAMENT

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*UNISON BENEDICTION
     Let us go forth in peace to prepare the way of the Lord.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                               #122 NCH                                                               

“Come, O Long Expected Jesus”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
