ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

CHRISTMAS DAY
December 25, 2022
3:00 p.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

On this Christmas Day, what do we know for sure?
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
PRELUDE         “Emmanuel (God With Us Forever)
UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
     Reigning and revealing One, we join Your angels in worshipping the Child. This day is the work of Your hands, and we rejoice. Speak to us in ways we can understand, of mysteries we cannot comprehend. We come seeking light and truth. We need Your assurance and comfort. We want to be part of Your salvation that reaches to the ends of the earth. May we know the Word-Made-Flesh so the story of Christmas will have meaning for us. AMEN.
RESPONSIVE CANDLE LIGHTING LITANY           
People:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with

God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Leader:
On this Christmas Sunday we light the Christ candle.
Unison:
Jesus of Bethlehem is the Light of the world!
OPENING HYMN                                                             #107 Red
“It Came Upon The Midnight Clear”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     God who judges earth with righteousness invites us to examine ourselves once more. Our Creator, who loves virtue and hates lawlessness, encourages us to confess the self-centeredness in which we have lived. The Majesty on high, who has spoken to the world in the Word made flesh, summons us to the cleansing waters of confession.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     We shrink from Your judgment, Mighty God, for we have often broken Your law of love. We have rejected Your Word and hidden from Your Light. We have not responded to Your offers of salvation with clapping hands or joyous spirits. Forgive us, God, for halfhearted commitments and muted witness. Move within and among us to bring Your new day in our lives.
TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION

UNISON ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                          
     There is good news. The light still shines, and it is for you, for me, for all of us together. God still works miracles within us and among us. The hills are singing, the oceans roar, and the rivers clap. Let all God’s people shout for joy!  SHOUT OUT PRAISES
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Psalm 98
     Isaiah 52:7-10 
     John 1:1-14
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON         “We Know That All Will Be Well”
HYMN           “I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day”  
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                               #116 Red                                                               

“Good Christian Men, Rejoice”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

Leader: Whatever burdens you carried to this worship,
              leave them behind, to face the world anew.
People: Timeless truth has broken into our earthly days,
              so many of our worries can be discarded.
Leader: Whatever sadness envelopes you in this season
              is being transcended and turned to good ends.
People: We have known the comfort of God’s presence
              and the healing touch of God’s grace.
Leader: Whatever doubts have held you captive, surrender to
              The One who is ever the same, yet makes all things new.
People: All the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God

Leader: Carry forth into the world and into coming days

              the joy and peace of Christmas.
Unison: We seek to be light-bearers amid all the shadows
               along life’s pathways.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
