ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 12, 2023
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
WORDS TO PONDER

We are all guilty in the sight of God.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME FOR GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

     We come to You, gracious God, as people of the flesh whose spirits are underdeveloped and undisciplined. We make decisions without giving consideration to Your will for us. We pursue desires that divert our attention away from Your call to us. We make gods of our possessions, our work, our hobbies, even our families. We need to experience Your presence and power to bring us to obedience. Make yourself known to us, we pray. AMEN.
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Blessed are those who seek God, 

   whose hearts are set on God’s commandments.
People:
We are inheritors of God’s law 

   and heirs of the prophet’s mission.
Leader:
God’s Spirit permeates our human scene,

lifting us above our jealousies and quarreling.

People:  We reach for the highest and best,


for upright hearts and righteous deeds. 

Leader:   In all we do, God offers us choices,

between good and evil, between life and death.
People:
How shall we know the ways of God 

   or understand fully the choices that are ours?

Unison:  In worship we encounter God’s commandments


   and explore together what it means to love God.
OPENING HYMN                                                                  #252 Red        
“Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord ”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     The Apostle Paul confronted the church at Corinth with their jealousy and quarreling. Jesus preached about anger, dishonesty, and estrangement in ways that called for radical reconciliation. Everything that strains our relationship with others also distances us from God. That is why we come to this time of confession.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     O God, You have known the pain of all our broken relationships. Some we have tried to mend, and others we have tried to ignore. We feel Your judgment on our estrangements. Hear us as, in silence, we remember them before You…..O God, we ask for courage to admit our mistakes and overcome them. Show us what we can do to right the wrongs for which we are responsible, and forgive, we pray, what cannot be changed. Empower us as reconcilers and servants of Your way.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
               God wants to forgive us, but there is no cheap grace for those of us unwilling to change. To all who seek to give up jealousy, insults, anger, quarreling, adultery, self-centered pride God offers a new life. God draws us into the community of forgiven and forgiving sinners, in which we support and help one another.
ANTHEM             “God Gives Us Those Who Love Us”
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Deuteronomy 30:15-20
     I Corinthians 3:1-9
     Matthew 5:21-37

CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                            “It’s A Thin Line”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #253 Red                                                                                                         

“Take My Life, And Let It Be”
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader: Go out as people confronted by the living God.
People: God sends us out to mend broken relationships.
Leader: Choose life by loving and obeying God.

              Seek daily to partake of spiritual food.

People: We will study to know what God expects of us.

              May we learn and keep God’s righteous ordinances.

Leader: God will bless those who walk in Christ’s way.

              Beloved, you will be strengthened to keep your vows.

Unison: We will praise God with upright hearts.

               May our ways become steadfast in doing good.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
