ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

TRANSFIGURATION SUNDAY
February 19, 2023
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
WORDS TO PONDER

Not too many love the word change.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME FOR GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

     Gracious God, today we are reminded of the words of one of Jesus’ earliest followers, the apostle Peter, who said, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.”

     It is good for us to be here, O God, with You and with one another. You have summoned us here to be taught, renewed, and strengthened for our life of faith. We give You thanks for this congregation and for the power of Your grace that we experience in worship. Grant mercy and hope to the many with worries and special needs, comfort and console the lonely and broken-hearted, and grant guidance and power to those in need of a new beginning. Do Your work among and within us through Jesus Christ. AMEN.

PRELUDE: By the Bell Choir
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Listen! God’s power is revealed from the top of a mountain.
People:
Tell us the stories!
Leader:
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain…

and I will give you the tablets of stone.”

People:  The 10 Commandments! 

Leader:   The Psalm writer says, “Worship at God’s holy mountain.”
People:
They did.
Leader:
Peter remembers, “We heard this voice come from heaven while we were with Him on the holy mountain.”
People:
Peter was a witness.

Leader:
Matthew says, “Jesus took with Him Peter, James, and John and led them up a high mountain.”
Unison:  And they were all changed!
OPENING HYMN                                                                 #183 NCH        
“Jesus, Take Us To The Mountain”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     What have we missed because we closed our eyes to what was happening around us? Who has cried for our help and we have not heard? Where has God sought to lead us, while we turn in another direction? When has the vision been lost because we were preoccupied with our own agendas? Let us examine ourselves and confess our waywardness.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     We confess, We have sometimes missed the awe and mystery because we cannot be quiet long enough to encounter a transcendent vision. We climb without pausing to appreciate the new vistas You reveal. We raise the wrong questions and ask for things to benefit ourselves. Then we do not wait for Your answers, or resist them when they come. Forgive us, God, and stir up a new responsiveness in us.
A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
RESPONSIVE ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Leader: On mountaintops and in the valleys, God knows us better

              than we know ourselves, and God forgives us when we

              cannot forgive ourselves.
People: By God’s mercy, we are forgiven.

              By God’s mercy, we are made whole.

              By God’s mercy, we are equipped to serve others.

              Thank be to God!
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Exodus 24:12-18
     Psalm 99
     Matthew 17:1-9
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                            “Being Changed”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                #182 NCH                                                                                                         

“We Have Come At Christ’s Own Bidding”
*UNISON BENEDICTION
     We have listened quietly for God’s revelation, and are moved by the Holy Spirit to speak. We have seen and heard the works of God, and have been prepared to serve in God’s name. In awe and wonder, we dare to respond.
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
