ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
February 5, 2023
8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
WORDS TO PONDER

Is the light of Christ shining in your life?
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
A TIME FOR GREETING

UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION

     Draw us, O God, into Your secret and hidden wisdom that we may glimpse Your purposes for us. Calm our fears, and lead us to deeper trust. Steady our hearts that we may not fear to undertake whatever mission You have for us today. Grant us such compassion that we may open our hearts and hands to others who need the help we can provide. AMEN
PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
To a society that lives in the shadowed recesses of doubt and fear,
People:
God calls us to be light.
Leader:
To a world where every appetite is fed until there is no taste to life,
People:  God calls us to salt. 

Leader:   To a time when loyalties are discarded as easily as the clothes we wear,
Unison:
God calls us to be faithful.
OPENING HYMN                                                                  #214 Red        
“Just As I Am”
CALL TO CONFESSION         

     It is so simple – make a sandwich for the hungry, open our ears to the crying child, and change unjust laws. These are how we are called to worship God. Let us confess how we have not answered this call as we pray, saying,
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     We confess, Holy One, how in superstition, we will throw salt over our shoulders, but find it hard to flavor a world made bland by the ordinary. We dim our gifts to save our energy, instead of shining as long as we can in society’s shadowed corners. We skip a meal once a week to show our faith, but are unable to see those who go through the dumpster to feed their children.
     Forgive us, and have mercy. By Your grace, heal our brokenness, so we might fix the shattered dreams of our world; with Your hope, strengthen our hearts, so we might fill the emptiness of our society. This we ask in the wonderful name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
               God, who knows our thoughts, answers our cries and rescues us from darkness.  God, who understands our motives, reaches out to heal us and make us righteous.  God, who is with us in our weakness, grants strength and power to live as light and salt.  Praise be to God!
HOLY SCRIPTURES
     Matthew 5:13-20
CHILDREN’S STORYTIME
SERMON                            “Salt & Light”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION
Leader: Go forth into the world to be salt and light wherever you go.

People: We are the salt of the earth; we are the light of the world.
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                                                                                               

“This Little Light Of Mine”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
