ST. DAVID’S (SHERMAN’S) UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 25, 2022
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

WORDS TO PONDER

Our checkbooks have more to do with heaven
than do our hymn books.
WELCOME & SHARING OF COMMON CONCERNS
HONORING MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES

PRELUDE
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP   
LEADER:  May our worship today be a life-changing experience
PEOPLE: May we be better people when we go out
              than when we came in.
LEADER:  Replace our fears with confidence.
PEOPLE: Replace our doubts with faith.

LEADER:  Replace our selfishness with charity.

PEOPLE: Replace our indifference with concern.

LEADER:  Replace our harsh feelings with love.
UNISON: Replace our gloom with celebration and joy!
OPENING HYMN                                                      #205 Red            

“O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee”
CALL TO CONFESSION 
     Desiring to be rich in the things of this world, we fall into temptation.  Our craving for more and more things distorts our priorities.  How can we aim at righteousness, Godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness when we are worried about possessions?  Let us dare to examine ourselves before God, from whom comes everything we enjoy.
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     O God, we brought nothing into the world and we can take nothing out of it.  Yet, while we are here, the things of this world become terribly important to us.  We find it hard to believe Your promises that we will eat in plenty and be satisfied, for we know of many for whom this is not true.  We love money and the things money can buy.

We want to feast on the abundance of this earth.  We think that when we are truly rich we can become generous, but we never have enough to risk truly liberal sharing.  O God, if this is keeping us from You, show us a better way.  Give us a new perspective from which we view what is really important in life.  Have mercy on us, we pray.
 A TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION
UNISON ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
     When we recognize our need and seek God’s help we can count on God’s gifts.  God deals wondrously with all of us, pouring out spiritual blessings that help us deal with life as it is.  Relationships with God and with our sisters and brothers become more important to us when we welcome Jesus Christ into our lives.  Let us be the church, the Body of Christ in our world!
HOLY SCRIPTURES                    
     I Timothy 6:6-19 
     Luke 16:19-31 
CHILDREN’S STORY TIME
SERMON                 “Acting On What We Know”
HYMN                                                                      #253 Red
“Take My Life, And Let It Be”
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*UNISON BENEDICTION
     O God, You have made us very rich, and we are grateful for Your trust in us.  With our offerings we recognize the responsibility You place on us to be liberal and generous in our giving and in good deeds.  We find it hard to leave behind our concern for getting ahead.  Help us to trust You and truly to dedicate our all to Your purposes.  AMEN
*CLOSING HYMN
                                                      #46 Red                                                                                                                             

“He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought”
*POSTLUDE

*Indicates those who are able, please stand.

Following the service, please greet those around you and make everyone feel like a part of this family of faith.
