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WELCOME 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 We come together, gracious God, because we have heard Your invitation.  We sense that You 
alone know the burdens we carry.  You understand our weariness. Sometimes our journey seems 
long and without respite.  We long for the refreshment You provide as we come to worship You.  
Open our hearts to receive all You offer. 

OPENING HYMN:        “Make Me A Captive Lord” 

 



CHILDREN’s MESSAGE:   Miss Dee, “Kindness” 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God is on our side, yet how easily we move away from God’s side.  God is eager to walk with us 
through the turmoil and troubles of life, yet we hide from God and flee from the only relationship that 
can fulfill us.  God offers us rest and renewal, but we often refuse to turn away from our busy schedules 
to receive God’s gift.  Who will rescue us? 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, who rescued our spiritual ancestors from their bondage to slavery, deliver us from the sins we 
confess and the unknown evil we have allowed.  How wretched we are, knowing what is right and 
good, yet failing to do it.  How miserable we feel, trying to avoid wrong, yet finding ourselves in the 
middle of it.  Break these patterns, we pray, to allow our growth in gentle and humble service. 

TIME OF SILENT PERSONAL CONFESSION 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

The Creator of heaven and earth is our helper and will deliver us from the ways of death.  We are not 
destined to live in bondage to our worst selves but are freed to grow in faith and trust.  God promises 
acceptance and forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  The yoke of Christ is easy and the burdens light for 
those who seek God’s will.  Thanks be to God! 

HOLY SCRIPTURES:   

Psalm 145:8-21 (NIV) 

8 

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 
9 

The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 
10 

All you have made will praise you, O LORD; your saints will extol you. 
11 

They will tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, 
12 

so that all men may know of your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
13 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.  The 
LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all he has made. 

14 

The LORD upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 
15 

The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 
16 

You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 



17 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways and loving toward all he has made. 
18 

The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth. 
19 

He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them. 
20 

The LORD watches over all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy. 
21 

My mouth will speak in praise of the LORD. Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever. 

 

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 (NIV) 

1 6  

To what  can  I  compare  t h i s  genera t i on?   They  are  l i ke  ch i ld ren  s i t t i ng  i n  t he  
marke tp laces  and ca l l i ng  ou t  t o  o thers :  

1 7  
“We p layed t he  f l u te  fo r  you ,  and you d id  no t  dance;  we sang a  d i rge ,  and you 
d id  no t  mourn . ”  

1 8  
Fo r  John came ne i t her  ea t i ng  no r  d r i nk ing ,  and  they  say ,  “He has  a  demon. ”  

1 9  
The Son o f  man came eat i ng  and  dr ink ing ,  and  they  say,  “Here  i s  a  g lu t t on  
and a  d runkard ,  a  f r i end  o f  t ax  co l l ec to r s  and ‘s inners . ’ ”  Bu t  w isdom is  
proved r igh t  by  her  ac t i ons .  

Rest  for  the  Weary  

2 5  
At  t ha t  t ime Jesus  sa id ,  “ I  p ra ise  you,  Fa ther,  Lord  o f  heaven and ear th ,  
because you have h idden these t h ings  f r om the  w ise  and  learned  and 
r evea led  t hem to  l i t t l e  ch i l d ren . ”  

2 6  
“Yes ,  Fa ther,  f o r  t h is  was  your  good  p leasure . ”  

2 7  
“A l l  t h i ngs  have been commi t t ed  to  me by  my Father.  No  one knows the  Son 
except  t he  Father,  and  no  one knows t he  F a ther  except  t he  Son  and t ho se  t o  
whom the  Son chooses  t o  revea l  h im. ”  

2 8  
“Come to  me,  a l l  you  who are  weary  and bu rdened,  and I  w i l l  g ive  you res t . ”  

2 9  

“Take my yoke  upon you and l earn  f r om me,  fo r  I  am gent l e  and humb le  i n  
hear t ,  and  you w i l l  f i nd  res t  f or  you r  sou ls . ”  

3 0

 “My  yoke is  easy,  and my burden is  l i gh t . ”  

SERMON:              “He Is Here”        



PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom, come. Thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead 
us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

We rejoice that God dwells with us every day.  We find rest and renewal through Christ.  Take Christ’s 
yoke upon you, for that yoke is easy.  It imparts confidence and lightens our burdens. 

CLOSING HYMN:           “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”  

 



 

 

 


